Marsh talks in the wings
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Island Timberlands is well aware of the conservation value of Hamilton Marsh, said a spokesperson for the company.

“Hamilton Marsh is an area that clearly has ecological significance,” said Leine Makenzie, the manager of sustainability and community affairs.

However, it’s not likely there will be any progress on the drive to preserve the sensitive wetland this year.

“The status at this time is we turned down an offer from Ducks Unlimited, but the door is not closed with them or with other conservation organizations,” she said. “It was a matter of timing for us.”

The company, she said, is currently undertaking a review of all their properties.

“We want to take a proactive approach to how we manage our lands,” she said. “Part of that is looking at our high conservation value lands and how we manage those.”

She said the company hopes to have their review done by the end of 2008.

Ducks Unlimited spokesperson Wayne Pritchard said he remains optimistic.

“I’m hopeful we can put this back on the table in the spring,” he said. “They’re reorganizing and re-assessing what their business is going to be and when they have that completed they can begin again.” 

Pritchard stressed he has no problem with Island Timberlands, but rather, with the way the property has switched hands over the years.

“The problem has been that we get to a certain stage with a company and it gets sold and we have to start again with the new company,” he said. “It has been sold three times. This is our fourth go-around.”
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